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ORTHOPAEDIC CLINICAL QUIZ
SOFT TISSUE TUMOURS AND MIMICS REVISITED

MH Shukur and Zulmi W

The following questions are based on the photographs and images provided. Answers and further information are
available in this issue.

Question 1

A 55-year-old man presents with a 4-month history of spontaneous onset painless, enlarging mass developing in the posterior
aspect of his right thigh with the swelling eventually ulcerates as shown in photographs above. 

a.   Describe the lesion
b. What is your working diagnosis? Give your reason.
c. How do you stage the tumor?

Question 2

A 15-year-old boy presents with swelling of the right hand predominantly over the thumb since birth. Except for the swelling,
the right hand, thumb and fingers are of normal size when compared to the left.

a.   Describe the lesion      
b.   What is your clinical diagnosis? What features help to support your diagnosis? 
c.   How do you differentiate it from an infantile variety? 
d.   What are the indications for surgical resection of this tumor?
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Question 3

A previously healthy 36 year-old fisherman presented with slow-growing right wrist swelling evolving over the last 4 months. He
denies history of a possible contact with either TB or HIV-infected patient.

a. What is your clinical diagnosis?
b. Name the site of affected tissue?
c. List four differential diagnoses of this lesion.
d. How do you narrow down the diagnoses?
e. What are the classical plain radiograph findings of this lesion?
f. How do you treat this lesion?

Question 4

A 16 year-old boy sustained traumatic diffuse axonal injury (DAI) of the brain was treated in ICU for 3 weeks. He presented
with painful, warm swelling over the posterior aspect of the left thigh 4 weeks after the initial injury. Radiograph and CT-scan
of the thigh are shown above.

a.  Identify the salient finding seen in plain radiograph and CT scans of the left thigh.     . 
b.  What is your clinical diagnosis?       
c.  Name one differential diagnosis. What features are likely to indicate it?      . 
d.  How do you treat this lesion?
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