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Dato’ Borhan Tan is a humble, down to earth, friendly and easily
approachable, mentor to many doctors generally and orthopaedic
surgeons specifically, passed away peacefully in Kuala Lumpur on
20  February 2013. 

He was born in Permatang Janggus, Penang, into a family of
farmers or rural smallholders. Being the first child in a poor family,
he grew up to become a very pragmatic man endowed with a
stunning range of skills, tangible and intangible alike.

He received his primary education in the Assumption School and
secondary education in St. Xavier’s School, Penang; all the while
juggling his life between school and paddy field, and thus he was -
nicknamed ‘paddy fly’ amongst his peers in schools.

In view of his strong agricultural based background and his love- of
plants and animals,  naturally his ambition was to pursue further
study in agriculture. However, due to his excellent HSC (Higher
School Certificate) examination results, and the strong
encouragement recommendation as well as support from his
teachers, he redirected his sight on medicine and became the very
first person in his “kampong” to enter university and  subsequently
become a doctor. Something of an artist himself,  Dato’ Borhan Tan
survived through the university financially by selling his paintings
and tie-dye clothes!  

He graduated as a doctor (MBBS) from University Malaya in 1973,
and after a year of housemanship, he went on to serve in the Armed
Forces as an army doctor for two years in Kanowit and the Oya
Road Camp, Sarawak, in the year 1975 and 1976. 

He then went on a government scholarship to the UK and became a
Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons (FRCS) of Edinburgh in
early 80s. Without wasting - time, he then continued further his
study in Masters in Orthopaedic in the University of Liverpool
before returning to Malaysia in 1984  when he was posted to
Hospital Ipoh as a specialist orthopaedic surgeon. He became the
Head of the Orthopaedic Department in Hospital Ipoh from 1985 to
1996.

Due to his excellent works in Hospital Ipoh and being trustworthy,
he was transferred to Hospital Kuala Lumpur as Orthopaedic
National Head (advisor) from November 1996 till  his retirement in
March 2005.

Due to his love and passion in orthopaedics, he then continued to
work and see patients in the Orthopaedic Clinic, HKL till the last
few months of his life. Therefore, in total, he had served with
Ministry of Health Malaysia for nearly 40 years and in the field of
orthopaedics for nearly 30 years!

His contribution; especially in the field of orthopaedics as well as
to the community was immense and the list is endless; just to name
a few,  he was the main pillar for the building of the Masjid
Muhibuddin Shah in Hospital Ipoh in 1980s, the new Orthopaedic
Clinic together with the orthopaedic record office in HKL in early
2000s; he also emphasized strongly on the value of
communications and IT in improving orthopaedic standards of care
especially in remote areas of the country. 

In recognising his great commitment, capabilities and also
leadership, he was elected as MOA President for the term 1999-
2000.

For his contribution towards the community and also healthcare, he
was conferred the Dato’ Paduka Mahkota Perak (D.P.M.P.) by the
Sultan of Perak in early 1990s. He was also awarded the JSM by
DYMM  SPB Yang di-Pertuan  Agong in 1999, besides KMN and
AMP awards

“May Allah forgive and have mercy upon him, excuse him and
pardon him, and make honorable his reception. Admit him into the
Garden of Jannatul Firdaus, protect him from the punishment of the
grave and the torment of the Fire.’ 

Amin Amin Ya Rabul Alamin

Mohammad Anwar Hau Abdullah,
Hospital Raja Perempuan Zainab II, Kota Bharu.
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